ENG 101 – Grading Rubric - 2

The Magical Place From Which Your Grades Appear

As both a high school and college teacher, I have realized that though students believe otherwise, to think well is to write (or speak) well.  Therefore, I am very picky about writing, even about errors and problems that may seem meaningless to you (word order, grammar, etc.).  Much of this will become abundantly clear as we study poetry, but for now, I will explain the criteria for my grading: 

1. You are able to state concisely and clearly in some sort of introductory section the topic of the essay and basic approach taken.  

2. You are able to make a rational argument about the topic, supportable within the length prescribed.
3. You explicate source material in ways which sustain your argument(s).

4. On a sentence level, you write clearly and orderly, and with the appropriate style for the assignment.

Basically, I map it out as follows:

	
	50% +
	60% +
	70% +
	80% +
	90% +

	1.
	Topic or approach not discussed, or completely irrelevant.
	Topic or approach implicitly present only.
	Topic and approach present, but surrounded by extraneous elements.
	Some extraneous elements, but generally clear.
	No extraneous elements; extremely clear.

	2.
	Argument is lacking in rationality or is totally inappropriate for the length of the paper
	Parts of the argument are rational or supportable.
	Parts of the argument are rational and supportable.
	There are occasional breakdowns in thought or breadth of claim, but is generally clear and appropriate.
	Argument is completely clear, appropriate to the length, and follows rationally throughout the paper.

	3.
	No source material used.
	No source material explicitly used.
	Source material mentioned, but not explicated, or explicated incompletely.
	Source material explicated, but simply.
	Source material explicated fully and creatively. 

	4.
	Difficult to understand.
	Hard to read, or inappropriate style.
	Awkward but generally comprehensible, with an attempt at proper style.
	Clear and appropriate, with occasional mistakes. 
	Rhetorically fluid and conscious of style.


In the beginning, (1.) and (2.) will carry the greater weight; as we move through the semester and those become like second nature, (3.) and (4.) will be more important.  For each assignment you will be told the point values of each section, and on the back of you paper you will receive a hand-drawn equivalent of this:

	
	Pts. Possible
	Percent
	Total

	1.
	30
	95
	28.5

	2.
	30
	75
	22.5

	3.
	20
	80
	16

	4.
	20
	88
	17.6












84.6 = 85 (B)

If this rubric system seems a little immature for college students, please don’t be insulted.  I find that for both instructor and student such a system really shows places for improvement, and can direct the writing and reading of comments.  I know that most students just look at the grade; now looking at the grade entails seeing what one did wrong.  It also helps me remember what about the paper made it good or bad, something that is sometimes hard to remember when you grade a lot of papers.  And hopefully, it will make grades seem less arbitrary.  Nonetheless, I wish to make clear that these four categories are related; it is almost impossible to do extremely well in one and very poorly in the others. I reserve the right to slightly modify this from time to time, with proper warning.

For the next assignment, it works as follows:

1. = 30, 2. =30, 3. = 20, 4. = 20.  Paper should be no shorter than 1 and no longer than 3 double-spaced, 12 pt. standard font pages, with appropriate margins (1” to 1 ¼”).  
